
5 Reasons Grading Is Critical 

for Long Hill Driveways 
 

Property owners often overlook the importance of grading when planning a new 

driveway installation, focusing instead on the finish of the asphalt. However, in 

areas with uneven terrain, the grading of the sub-base is the single most 

significant factor in determining the lifespan of the pavement. Black Diamond 

Paving emphasizes that without professional grading and drainage planning, even 

the highest quality asphalt will fail prematurely due to water damage and ground 

shifting. 

The first reason grading is essential is the prevention of standing water. Puddles 

on a driveway are more than just a nuisance; they are a sign of poor drainage. 

Standing water weakens the asphalt binder, causing the surface to unravel and 

form potholes. Professional installers ensure a proper slope of at least 2% to 

guarantee that water runs off quickly and efficiently. When searching for Asphalt 

Paving Contractors in Long Hill Township NJ, it is crucial to verify that the 

contractor uses precision grading equipment to eliminate low spots before paving 

begins. 

Secondly, proper grading protects your home’s foundation. If a driveway slopes 

toward the house, rainwater will be funneled directly against the foundation walls, 

leading to wet basements and potential structural issues. A corrective grade 

directs water away from the structure, acting as a critical component of your 

home’s waterproofing system. This simple engineering step can save homeowners 

thousands of dollars in water damage repairs. 

Thirdly, grading ensures the stability of the sub-base. The soil underneath the 

driveway must be compacted and shaped to support the weight of vehicles. If 

water is allowed to saturate this soil due to poor drainage, the ground becomes 

soft and unstable, leading to sinking and heaving of the asphalt. A well-graded 
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base remains dry and solid, providing a firm foundation that prevents the 

driveway from cracking under load. 

Fourth, it minimizes ice hazards in the winter. In Long Hill Township, the freeze-

thaw cycle is a major concern. Poor drainage leads to the formation of ice patches 

that are dangerous for both vehicles and pedestrians. By ensuring that meltwater 

flows away from the surface immediately, proper grading reduces the need for 

salting and makes the driveway safer during the cold months. 

Finally, proper drainage preserves your landscaping. Uncontrolled runoff from a 

large paved surface can erode soil and wash out garden beds. By directing water 

into appropriate drainage channels or swales, you protect your lawn and plants 

from erosion. This holistic approach ensures that the driveway integrates well with 

the rest of the property. 

Check out our full range of grading and paving services at 

https://www.blackdiamondpaving.co/. 
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